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Chapter 1 Intreoduction

This document describes the International Reference Ionosphere 1990
(IRI-90). It is intended as a guide and handbook for the experienced as well
as the new IRI user. IRI models are established by a joint working group of
the Committee on Space Research (COSPAR) and the International Union of
Radio Science (URSI). The composition of the COSPAR/URSI Working
Group on IRI is listed on the inside front cover.

Close ties exist to the URSI Working Group G.3 on Ionospheric Modeling (C.
M. Rush, U.S.A., Chairman) and G.4 on Ionospheric Informatics (B. W.
Reinisch, U.S.A., Chairman) and to the SCOSTEP (Scientific Committee on
Solar-Terrestrial Physics) Working Group on an Aeronomical Reference
Ionosphere (R. W. Schunk, U.S.A., Chairman).

IRI describes monthly averages of the electron density, electron
temperature, ion temperature, and ion composition in the altitude range
from 50 km to 1000 km for magnetically quiet conditions in the non-auroral

ionosphere.

Almost a decade has passed since the last comprehensive IRI handbook was
published: IRI-79 was described in Report UAG-82 of the World Data Center
A for Solar-Terrestrial Physics (Rawer et al., 1981). Meanwhile, the IRI
model has been significantly improved with ground and space data collected
in the seventies. Work and studies that led to several IRI updates were
presented and discussed at the annual IRI workshops and are published in a
series of issues of Advances in Space Research: Volume 2, No. 10, 1982;
Volume 4, No. 1, 1984; Volume 5, No. 7 and No. 10, 1985; Volume 7, No. 6,
1987: Volume 8, No. 4, 1988; Volume 10, No. 8 and No. 11, 1990. The list
of contents of these reports is reproduced in Chapter 5.

The IRI-90 handbook summarizes the most important improvements and
new developments. It includes a text part, a portion that explains the IRI
formulas and expressions, and finally a collection of figures generated with

IRI-90.



An interactive driver program for IRI-90 was developed at the National
Space Science Data Center (NSSDC) and is distributed (together with the
IRI-90 FORTRAN computer code and coefficients) on magnetic tape, on
diskette, and on line on the Space Physics Analysis Network (SPAN) and
connected computer networks. The diskette version can be executed on
IBM compatible personal computers (XT, AT), no math co-processor
required”.

Since 1988, IRI has also been part of NSSDC's Online Data and Information
Service (NODIS), which can be accessed from a remote SPAN node: (1) SET
HOST NSSDCA, (2) USERNAME=NODIS, (3) choose the GEOPHYSICAL
MODELS option, and (4) follow the prompts and menus. You can (i) run the
program, (ii) read the documentation, or (iii) get instructions on how to
copy the IRI code and coefficients to your account.

IRI-90 on tape or diskette can be ordered from—
e For U.S. researchers:

National Space Science Data Center
Code 933.4

Goddard Space Flight Center
Greenbelt, Maryland 20771
Telephone: (301) 286-6695
Telex: 89675 NASCOM GBLT
TWX: 7108289716

FAX: (301) 286-4952

SPAN: NSSDCA::REQUEST

e For researchers residing outside the U.S.:

World Data‘ Center A for Rockets and Satellites
Code 930.2
(Address same as above.)

Publication of this document was made possible through the support and
encouragement of Joseph H. King and through the dedicated and untiring
efforts of Miranda Knowles Lynda Wllhams and Maria Walters.

* With co- processor, the execution speed increases by a factor of ten. Recompilation'is necessary 1f the
user has a system with co-processor and wants to take advantage of the faster speed.
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2.1 History of the International Reference Ionosphere

K. Rawer
Herrenstr. 43, 7806 March
Federal Republic of Germany

L. Bossy
Université Catolique de Louvain
174, avenue W. Churchill, 1180 Bruxelles

Belgium

Radio-observations of the very first satellites yielded some very important
results concerning the upper atmosphere. Orbital period determinations via
radio-location showed that temperature and density variations in the upper
atmosphere are much greater than expected. Therefore, the newly-founded
Committee on Space Research (COSPAR) decided that a set of empirically
based tables describing these findings should be established. This task was
considered of such high importance that a commission of specialists was
established to carry it out. This group in 1961 presented its findings under
the name of COSPAR International Reference Atmosphere (CIRA). The
collection was widely used by the scientific community. Taking account of
the increasing amount of measured data followed up by an increasing
number of theoretical approaches, the continuous work of the CIRA Task
Group culminated in the release of three more CIRAs in 1965, 1972, and

1986..

Realizing the success of CIRA, S. Bowhill proposed a few years later to .
establish a comparable reference for the ionized constituents of the -
atmosphere, to be called International Reference Ionosphere. According to
the original terms of reference, it should contain empirically based tables

. describing monthly median vertical profiles of the main parameters of the
ionospheric plasma. Like CIRA, IRI should be usable as a standard reference
for the design of experiments, the estimation of environmental and other
effects, for checking theories, etc. The profiles should be provided for
suitably chosen locations, hours, seasons, and levels of solar activity. In
contrast to theoretical models, the IRI should combine approved
experimental results so as to be a useful reference with no dependence on
theoretical assumptions. :

To take care of this new task, COSPAR in 1968 established the "Task Group
on IRI" and nominated K. Rawer for chairman. This group was given the
task of promoting and coordinating the irfxtemational efforts toward the goal
described in the above terms of reference. In 1969, the International Union
of Radio Science (URSI) decided to concur with COSPAR in the project. A
preliminary set of tables (for two locations, noon and midnight, three
seasons, and two levels of solar activity) was presented as an example to the
URSI General Assembly 1975 in Lima, Peru. '



The Task Group made two decisions at the very beginning of its work:

(1) Since most users have access to computer facilities, the results should
be presented as a computer code rather than as a set of printed tables.
Tables and figures could then be produced with this code.

(2) The peak of the ionosphere should not be modeled independently but
should be determined by an existing computer code published in 1967
by the Comite Consultatif International des Radiocommunications
(CCIR). :

The CCIR code is based on a large set of measurements made by ionosonde
technique at more than a hundred stations worldwide. This data base,
however, contains large gaps over the oceans. In order to fill these gaps,
Jones and Gallet (1965) had introduced a particular, coordinate-dependent,
interpolation system that was bound to geographic coordinates. To give a
more coherent picture, the CCIR version applies another, special latitudinal
coordinate (MODIP) that was proposed by Rawer (1963).

The terms of reference asked for four parameters to be represented in IRI,
namely, electron density, electron and ion temperature, and (positive) ion
densities. In order to reach consistency with the independently obtained
electron densities, the ion densities should be given as relative, not absolute,
values. Consistency was also asked for between the plasma temperatures
and the CIRA neutral temperature. '

As a general philosophy a data set, before being introduced into the system,
had to be critically evaluated by the experts. Comparing results of different
techniques was one way of checking data reliability, a powerful one as was
found out. In fact, critical comparison of different measuring methods
turned out to become a major IRI task. For example, a special meeting on
"Methods of Measurements and Results of Lower Ionosphere Structures" was
initiated by the group and was held in 1973 at Konstanz, Federal Republic of
Germany. With the guidelines established during the meeting in mind and
in broad international cooperation, a great effort was started to gather
relevant data from different techniques.

At the onset of IRI work, it had been expected that the amount of accessible
and reliable data would be rather large for electron densities, much smaller
for temperatures, and rather poor for ion composition. In general, this was
found to be the case. However, even the electron density profile data _
showed rather important and unexpected gaps. In spite of the existence of
an enormous amount of evaluated ionogram parameters, true height profiles
were only available for a small number of stations providing by no means a
worldwide coverage. The inversion technique, needed to obtain true height
profiles, had been applied only at very few places at temperate latitude.
Even there, some uncertainty remained because of the E-F-valley problem
(Gulyaeva et al., 1990). Several stations run by U.S. institutions had
produced so-called "composite profiles" obtained with an artificial "median _



ionogram" (established month by month and hour by hour). Though the
reliability of these results might be questionable, they were the only available
input at lower latitudes. Also, the polar caps were de facto excluded because
of the lack of specific information and because of the great variability
encountered in this region. It was felt that under the extreme conditions in
the polar caps the CCIR maps, which are based on monthly median station
data, are unable to produce a representative picture. -

As for the topside, mainly two sources of information were available at the
time, namely, incoherent scatter observations (unfortunately at few stations
only) and topside sounder profiles. In situ measured plasma densities could
be used only for checking purposes. A very large number of topside
ionograms taken by the two Alouette satellites had been inverted to density
profiles. Unfortunately, an inquiry showed that these were incomplete
because the peak electron density value was regularly missing. Thus,
regrettably, the many profiles in the archives were not usable for the IRI
purpose. Later Bent and Llewellyn (1973) established an empirical model
description based mainly on about 10,000 topside ionograms obtained by .
Alouette above North and South America. While the influences of solar
activity and F-peak density are given by simple formulas in this model, the
latitudinal variation is described discontinuously considering only three
geographic ranges. S. K. Ramakrishnan produced a continuous description
for the Llewellyn and Bent (1973) model. There remained, however, serious
problems in the region around the geomagnetic equator where the original
description does not admit an explicit dependence on latitude (Bilitza,
1985a, 1986).

For the height of the F2-peak, hmF2, reliable data are obtained by the
incoherent scatter technique; however, only a rather small number of
stations operate worldwide. Fortunately, in view of propagational
applications, ionosonde stations had regularly determined a parameter,
M(3000)F2, which has some relation with hmF2. A large and worldwide
thesaurus for this parameter was readily available in the form of the CCIR
numerical maps similar to the CCIR peak density maps. From a compilation
of ionogram data (under some simplifying assumptions) Shimazaki (1955)
had found a linear relationship between the peak height hmF2 and
M(3000)F2, a relationship that was later improved by different authors
(Bradley and Dudeney, 1973; Bilitza et al., 1979). The improved formulas
take account of additional parameters which influence the hmF2-M(3000)F2
relationship, in particular refraction in the E-region. With such relations
the M(3000)F2 maps could be transformed into hmF2 maps. The results
obtained by incoherent scatter had been taken into account for the
improvement introduced by Bilitza et al. (197 9).

Particular problems Wer'e encountered in comparisons of measurements in
the lowest ionosphere (below 100 km) that had been obtained with different
techniques. The data were so widely different that a special symposium was
held (see above) in order to reach an agreement about general guidelines.
(Rawer, 1974). It was stated that in situ measurements, when combined



with radio propagation measurements between ground and rocket, would be
input. A compilation of acceptable D-region rocket data

used as the primary

was made by Mechtly and Bilitza (1974). For the nighttime lower E-region
and valley two differing compilations were available from Maeda (1969, 1970,
1971, 1972) and Soboleva (1972, 1973). Comparing both with Schumann
resonances, H. G. Booker gave a strong vote in favor of the Maeda model.

The full (vertical) profile of plasma density was described by a set of
mathematical expressions, each valid in a certain height range. This rather
complex system allowed a correct representation of the most important ’
inputs, like the peak densities of the main layers. On the other hand, it was
not well suited for "full wave" computations. For such computations (at ,
extremely low frequencies), Booker (1977) proposed the use of fully analytic
functions of a type that P. S. Epstein had defined in the thirties. His
proposal was, in fact, used in the topside description but for good reasons

could not be realized for the full profile at that time.

At least by day the electron temperature can be much higher than that of the
ions, the latter being also less variable. Ion temperature data observed with
" the retarding potential analyzer technique by Dumbs et al. (1979) were
accepted as reliable inputs together with ground-based measurements made
at a few places by the incoherent scatter technique. The in situ results were
used to derive the latitudinal variation between the incoherent scatter
stations. The difference to the lower CIRA neutral temperature values
becomes quite appreciable above 400 km. Near the 100 km level agreement
of both temperatures (as requested by COSPAR) was arranged for within the

ion temperature formula.

_ The same data sources were used for the electron temperatures. The
latitudinal variation was mainly taken from a compilation of data measured
aboard the AEROS satellites (Spenner and Plugge, 1979). Later Bilitza et al.
(1985) improved the temperature model by introducing Langmuir probe
data compiled by Brace and Theis (1981) from the AE-C and ISIS 1 and 2
- satellite missions. It is well documented that the electron temperature and
density are closely anti-correlated in the daytime ionosphere (e.g., Bilitza,
1975; Brace and Theis, 1978). Therefore, in the formulas used at first, the
electron temperature was coupled with the actual electron density. Later it
‘was found that for monthly medians a correlation between the temperature
and density profile was not meaningful. Density and temperature profiles
were, therefore, established independently from the relevant monthly
median data. In case, however, actual density profiles for a specific time and
~ location are at hand, it is recommended to apply a correction to the median
temperature profile via an empirical (inverse) relation specified in IRI

(Bilitza- et al., 1985). :
The data base for (positive) ion composition was rather podr at the time. Most

of the published rocket or satellite data had been given as absolute densities

. and did not provide the total plasma density needed to determine the relative
ion composition. Further, a large set of simultaneous measurements with mass



spectrometers and a retarding potential analyzer (RPA) aboard the AEROS
satellites had shown that while the spectral resolution is much better with
mass spectrometers, the intensity indications are less reliable with the more
involved spectrometer systems than with the simpler retarding potential
method. The RPA data could be reasonably well evaluated in three groups: (1)
hydrogen and helium ions, (2) oxygen and nitrogen (atomic) ions, and (3) the
group of molecular ions: 05*, No+, and NO+. Satellite RPA measurements
(Dumbs et al., 1979) were used for the model at heights abdve 220 km. A few
jon mass spectrometer (IMS) data (Taylor, 1972) were also considered in
building the model. Between 100 km and 250 km the model relies on rocket
IMS data compiled by Danilov and Semenov (1978), including American,
Russian, and a few European measurements.

The most difficult range to describe is below 100 km. Positive cluster ions
appear below about 92 km and are the most abundant species below about
84 km. There were only three groups in the world that had developed
techniques (with cooled spectrometers) as needed at heights at which
collisions play an important role. It was not possible to establish a profile in
agreement with all observations because cluster ions are often destroyed in
the spectrometer itself (by the electric fields that are applied in the
measuring system). After some discussion, data obtained with a particularly
designed instrument (Kopp et al., 1978; Kopp, 1984) were taken as
reference. Only the total sum of all clusters was given since the number of
individual species is large and transitions between species is frequent.

A similar situation was encountered with negative ions that occur only at
altitudes below about 80 km. These are also clusters. Only one group had
made measurements in this difficult height range (Arnold et al., 1971).
Their average daytime profile was incorporated into IRI.

After the first IRI was released in 1978 (Rawer et al., 1978a), it was
critically tested with a wide variety of data. This testing period lasted about
one decade. Since 1982, COSPAR in cooperation with URSI has organized
yearly workshop meetings to discuss and improve the model (see Table 1).
The computer code has been changed step by step and new features
introduced as they have become available. COSPAR has published the papers
presented at these meetings in its periodical, Advances in Space Research.
The proceedings of seven of these workshops have appeared in the years
from 1982 through 1990 (see Table 1). More than 300 scientists are listed
as authors of more than 230 individual papers filling a total of 1,458 pages.
The tables of contents of these reports are listed in Chapter 5.

Another result of these discussions is worth noting: For quite a number of
unresolved questions, the existing data base was insufficient to give a well
founded aniswer. As a reaction, special data analysis and collection efforts
were undertaken in different countries. For example, the AEROS satellite
team decided to organize the data reduction and evaluation scheme in such
a way that a worldwide picture of electron and ion temperatures, and ion



Table 1: Workshop Meetings for Discussion of IRI

Published

Year Place Year _Papers Publication Pages
1971 Seattle (USA) 1972 21 Space Res. Xl 1229-1335
1973 Konstanz (FRG) 1974 52 See Rawer (1974) 1-460
1974 Sao Paulo (Brazil) 1975 5 Space Res. XV 295-334
1982 Ottawa (Canada) 1982 14 Adv. in Space Res. 2, # 10 181-257
1983 Stara Zagora (Bulgaria) 1984 24 Adv. in Space Res. 4, # 1 1-169
1984 Graz (Austria) 1985 18 Adv. in Space Res.5, #7 1-112
1985 Louvain (Belgium) 1985 23 Adv. in Space Res. 5, # 10 1-130
1986 Toulouse (France) 1987 22 Adv. in Space Res. 7, # 6 1-127
1987 Novgorod (USSR) 1988 53 Adv. in Space Res. 8, # 4 1-251
1988 Espoo (Finland) 1990 24 Adv. in Space Res. 10, # 8 1-132
1989 Abingdon (UK) 1990 17 Adv. in Space Res. 10, #11 -
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2.2 Flectron Content Measurements and IRI

Reinhart Leitinger ]
Institut fiir Meteorologie und Geophysik
University of Graz, 8010 Graz, Austria

Abstract—The use of ionospheric electron content data from Differential
Doppler measurements for comparison with the International Reference
Jonosphere (IRI) is demonstrated. A data base of European electron content
data exists in Graz and was used for the comparison. The data were
obtained at several receiving stations from the signals of the Navy Navigation
Satellites (NNSS). Their nearly polar and nearly circular orbit is at a
nominal height of 1000 km. The data gained at Lindau/Harz, Federal
Republic of Germany, were used, with calibration by means of latitudinal
profiles of electron content observed from Graz, Austria, if available. The
comparison was based on monthly medians of electron content for latitudes
60°, 55°, 50°, and 45° north and local time intervals of two to three hours.
Two levels of solar activity were considered: O SR < 40 (low solar activity—
LSA) and 130 £ R < 170 (high solar activity—HSA). Apart from electron
content, two other integral parameters that can be derived from the IRI are
discussed: (1) the equivalent slab thickness T and (2) an ionospheric shape
factor 7. Both parameters are important for the assessment of

transionospheric propagation errors.

2.2.1 Measurement Technique and Data

Electron content and other integral parameters for the ionosphere from the
ground to ceiling heights around 1000 km are important both for
geophysical and for engineering applications. Since actual measured values
are not always available, one has to rely on models for many purposes. One
of the areas of great practical importance is the prediction and the
assessment of transionospheric propagation errors as needed, for example,
space geodesy, radio astronomy, time dissemination via satellites, satellite
and space probe navigation. Only a few papers have been published that deal
with the comparison of measured electron content with the IRI (e.g.,
McNamara and Wilkinson, 1983; McNamara, 1985; Bilitza et al., 1988).
Almost all published comparisons were based on electron content gained by
means of the Faraday effect on the signals of geostationary satellites.

Modern measurement techniques for electron content are based on
propagation effects observed on signals transmitted from satellites to ground
stations. Several signal components are needed to separate plasma effects
from geometric and neutral gas effects. The most important experimental
methods are listed in Table 1 together with the signal components used.

11



Table 1: Measurement Techniques

Technlique

Faraday Effect

Differential Doppler Effect

Group Delay

Alternate Name

Carrier Phase Difference

Modulation Phase
Difference

Signal
Components

Left- and right-hand
circular components of
one carrier

Two coherent carriers with
large difference in
frequencies

Identical and coherent
modulations on two
carriers

Frequency Bands

VHF

VHF/UHF, L-Band

c:" VHF/UHF, L-Band
mt 0.1...10MHz

Beacon of geostationary

Navy Navigation Sateliite

ATS 6 Radio Beacon

Satellites

communications satellites | System (NNSS), Global GPS

Positioning System (GPS)

Carrier NNSS: 150, 400 ATS 6: 140, 360
Frequencies 136 GPS: 1227, 1575 GPS: 1227, 1575
fy, fo/MHZz : ’ .
Reference _ NNSS: 50 R
Frequency/MHz GPS: 1227
Sensitivity- NNSS: 9.24 ATS 6: 2.11
AG/ATEC' 9.12 GPS: 155 GPS: 0.13

[O/(‘l o15m—‘2)]

¢ = carriers.
t " m = modulation.

tt A¢ = phase difference; ATEC = electron content difference.

Using geometric optics, the general expression for the received signal phase is

2nf R .
q;:.-—’cti [ nds + 2nft

T

where f is the transmitted frequency, c the free space velocity of light, n
the refractive index, ds the ray path element, ¢ the time, and the integral is
taken from the phase center of the transmitting antenna at T to that of the

receiving antenna at R.

All three techniques record propagation effeets in the form of phase
differences: (1) the Faraday effect as the phase difference between the two
circularly polarized components of a suitable satellite signal, (2) the
Differential Doppler effect as the phase difference between two coherently
transmitted signal carriers transformed to a common reference frequency
by phase division, and (3) the Group Delay effect as the difference of
modulation phase on two carriers. In each case, the phase difference
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contains plasma effects only. The Faraday effect is approximately
proportional to the integral over N BL, where N is the electron density and
B the component of the geomagnetic field strength along the ray path TR;
the other two effects are approximately proportional to the integral over N
only. For signal frequencies greater than 100 MHz these approximations are
very good and higher order effects can be neglected. In the case of the
Faraday effect, the integral is evaluated assuming a constant Brvalue for the
whole ray path. One usually takes the By value from a fixed height. For
geostationary satellites errors smaller than 5% are obtained with a fixed
height of 420 km provided that the result is considered to be the electron
content from the ground to a limiting height of 2000 km (Titheridge,
1972). The contribution of the electrons above this limiting height is
negligible because of the decrease of By and of N with height.

Accordingly, propagation effects on signals transmitted from satellites are in
a first order approximation proportional to the electron content between
satellite and receiver. This slant electron content can be transformed
(approximately) into the vertical electron content at a path height h;, by
multiplying it with the cosine of the angle between ray path and vertical
direction (zenith) at h;. It is common to take a h;of 350 km or 400 km.
Model calculations have shown that hy= hmF2 + 50 km is a better choice
with hmF2 being the height of the F-layer peak. Ionospheric electron
content is often called total electron content (TEC) to distinguish it from
sub-peak electron content or other partial contents.

If the propagation effect gives a phase difference greater than 2x, the data
are ambiguous and one has to use additional information to resolve this 2nz-
ambiguity. In many cases, the transmitted phase and/or the phase shifts in
the receiving equipment are not known, which means that one has to add a
phase constant (an initial value) that can assume any value (not only
multiples of 2n). Provided that transmitter and receiver are stable in
respect to phase shifts, the initial value remains constant as long as there is
temporal continuity in the received data. Therefore, the initial value
problem is in general less severe for geostationary satellites than for orbiting
satellites. In the latter case one has to find a new initial value for each pass
of a satellite. For geostatinnary satellites the initial value acts as an additive
constant because the projection from slant content to vertical content is
done with a constant factor. During the pass of an orbiting satellite the
projection factor changes and, therefore, the initial value has a changing
influence on electron content.. For orbiting satellites only those electron -
content differences gained for satellite locations with equal zenith angle are
free from the initial value influence. For low and midlatitude stations and for
satellites in nearly circular polar orbits, equal zenith angle is approximately
equivalent to equal latitude differences to the latitude of the receiving
station.

Ionospheric electron content depends on time and on location. It is not
possible to gain both dependences with one receiving station and with one
satellite: The beacons on board geostationary satellites make it possible to
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derive the time dependence of electron content along a fixed ray path (or
vertical content for a fixed location). Satellites in nearly circular and nearly
polar orbits in heights around 1000 km (e.g., the Navy Navigation Satellites)
give the latitude dependence of electron content for essentially constant
time (the typical duration of a high elevation NNSS pass is 20 minutes).
Satellites in high orbits (e.g., the satellites of the Global Positioning System -
GPS - in 20,000 km height) mix temporal and spatial dependence of
electron content.

The Differential Doppler data used in this study were gained by means of the
signals of the NNSS. The receiving station was Lindau/Harz, Federal
Republic of Germany (51.62° north, 10.09° east). For a part of the satellite
passes, the initial phase value was determined by the two stations method
(Leitinger et al., 1975) with data from the receiving station Graz, Austria
(47.08° north, 15.45° east). For the remainder the initial phase value was
determined using assumptions about the latitudinal structure of the
ionosphere (single station method, see Leitinger and Putz, 1978). The
latitude dependence of electron content was gained with a fixed mean
ionospheric height of 400 km, using the geographic coordinates of the point
in this height on the straight line from the receiver to the satellite.

Electron content was gained from the IRI by means of numerical integration
from 60 km to 1000 km using a step-size of 10-km. The comparison is
based on monthly medians of electron content for the latitudes 60° north,
55° north, 50° north, and 45° north. Because of the irregular distribution of
NNSS passes, the day is divided into nine three-hour intervals starting at
midnight: The monthly medians were calculated in each interval both for
low solar activity (LSA) and for high solar activity (HSA). The criterion for
low solar activity was a monthly mean solar sunspot number R not greater
than 40 (nominal value R = 20), and for high solar activity an R between 130
and 170 (nominal value 150). For LSA all months from 1975 to 1976 were
~ included; for HSA a selection of months was taken from the years 1978
through 1982 (Feichter et al., 1988, 1989).

222 (;,om'paﬂ.son of Monthly Medians

The comparison of electron content measurements with IRI data is
demonstrated for a latitude of 50° north, 15° east, a typical midlatitude
location both geographically and geomagnetically. The results of the direct
comparison of monthly medians is shown in Figures 1 to 3. Examples for
the seasonal variation are displayed in Figure 1 for the time intervals 06-09
LT and 11-13 LT, both for low and high solar activity. Because of the quick
change of electron content in the morning time interval, the comparison for
06-09 LT is not too conclusive, but it can be clearly seen that the IRI gives
an October maximum both for LSA and for HSA not present in the NNSS
results for LSA. For noontime there are considerable differences in winter
(Figure 1c): The IRI data are too high when compared with the NNSS data.
During summer good agreement is found for HSA (Figure 1d).

14



200 Comparison IRl - NNSS, S0 N, 15 E, R = 20 (LSA) 1000 Comparison IRI - NNSS, 50 N, 15 =
LSS, 0609 LT A rl?gss, 06-03 LT SO N IS E R =145 HSK
) x IRI, 06 LT
TEC | o JRI 03 LT T o IRIL 09 LT
160 800
120 600 -}
80 400
40 200
0 T i ] 1 I 1 1 1 T L) 0 T 1 ] 1 1 1] 1 1 1] ] 1 1
J F H A W J J A s 0O J F M A H J J A S 0 N D
2007 Comparlison IRI - NNSS, 50 N, 15 E, R = 20 (LSA) 10009 comparltson IRl - NNSS, S0 N, 15 E, R = 145 (HSA)
1 & NNSS, 14-13 LT & NNSS, 11-13 LT
TEC | o IRI, 12LT 1EC o IRI, 12LT
160 - .
120 -
80_.
40 - 200
D 1 1 1 1 ] 1 T ] ] ] 0 1] i | ] 1 1 1 T ] 1 1 1

Fig. 1. Comparison of the annual variation of electron content (TEC) from IRl with that from NNSS
Differential Doppler measurements in units of 10'Smr2;

b) (top right) High solar activity, moming

a) (top left) Low solar activity, morning :
d) (bottom right) High solar activity, noon

c) (bottom left) Low solar activity, noon
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Fig. 2. Comparison of the diurnal variation of electron content (TEC) from IRI with that from NNSS
Differential Doppler measurements in units of 10'n2: ’

3) (top left) Low solar activity; January
c) (bottom left) Low solar activity, March

‘b) (top right) High solar activity, January

d) (bottom right) High solar activity, March
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Fig. 3. _Compérison of the diurnal variation of electron content (TEC) from IRI with that from NNSS
Differential Doppler measurements in units of 10'5m2:

a) (tdp left) Léw solar activity, July b) (top right) High solar activity, July
c) (bottom left) Low solar activity, October . d) (bottom right) High solar activity, October
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Comparing the shape of the annual varifations around noon reveals that for
HSA the absolute IRI maximum occurs in November whereas the NNSS
maximum is seen in October (Figure 1d). Since the IRI F2-peak exhibits the
same November maximum, it is clear that this is a feature of the CCIR

coefficients.

The diurnal curves exhibit the strongest differences in winter for LSA
(Figure 2a). The shape of the winter curves is, however, similar. The
diurnal curves for summer have different shapes (Figures 3a and b): IRI
exhibits a double-peaked diurnal curve from May through August for LSA and
from June through July for HSA. For low solar activity the evening maximum
which occurs around 20 LT is even higher than the morning maximum

occurring around 10 LT (Figure 3a).

2.2.3 Electron Content Differences

Since the initial value could add a bias to the NNSS data, it is advisable to
compare electron content differences for suitably chosen latitudes. We have
chosen the difference between the electron contents at 45° north and 60°
north, which is comparatively free of latitudinal biases. The statistical
properties of daytime (10-17 LT) electron content differences from NNSS
observations are shown in Figure 4 in. the form of "boxplots" (Kleiner and
Graedel, 1980) with the range of IRI data added to the display. For LSA the
IRI data are clearly too high, but for HSA they are too small. From October
through February the TEC differences from IRI are even predominantly
negative, a finding that contradicts the widespread experience that
midlatitude TEC increases with decreasing latitude.

2.2.4 Equivalent Slab Thickness T and Shape Factor 7

Since electron content can be separated into peak electron density times
equivalent slab thickness T and since IRI takes peak electron densities from
the CCIR (1967) model coefficients, it makes sense to investigate the
equivalent slab thickness T as predicted by IRI. Figure 5 shows the annual
variation of the IRI equivalent slab thickness for different latitudes at noon
‘and midnight and during low and high solar activity. For high solar activity a
comparison was made with experimental data gained by the combination of
electron content from the Faraday effect on the VHF signal of the
geostationary satellite SIRIO (receiving station Graz, Austria, with the ,
ionospheric point at 400 km having the coordinates 42.0° north, 10.2° east)
with peak electron density from the ionograms of Rome, Italy (41.8° north,
12.5° east) (Skedel, 1989). The comparison was done with monthly
;nedians for the years 1981 and 1982. The results can be summarized as
ollows:
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Fig. 4. Monthly boxplots for the difference of electron content at 45° north and 60° north from NNSS
observations during daytime (10-17 LT) in units of 10'5m-2. Left hand panel: low solar activity (LSA, R =
20). Right hand panel: high solar activity (HSA, R = 150). Boxes: from quartile to quartile, divided by the
median; vertical lines to the maximum and to the minimum, respectively. Short horizontal dashes:
uppermost and lowest deciles and confidence limits (5% error probability) of the median. The number of
data per month is displayed at the bottom. At the left of each box, one finds the range of IRl results for the
local time interval 10-17 LT (x —x).

e OO0LT: The annual curve of IRI-T is below the "observed" curve. For
1981 a decrease of IRI-T by 50 km would improve the situation
considerably.

* 06 LT: The IRI annual curve is still too high, but the experimental slab
thickness is not very reliable in winter when sunrise is near 06 LT.

* 12 LT: In summer IRI-T fits the observed T comparatively well, but in
winter the IRI values are too high by up to 70 km.

* 18 LT: The IRI data for 1982 were larger than the observed values
throughout. For 1981 this is true for all months except April and June,
which showed comparatively good agreement. The differences are
highest in winter. - -

The IRI slab thickness shows a pecuh‘ér- behavior neaf fhe geomagnetic
equator (Figure 5a) and near the crest of the equatorial anomaly (Figure 5b).
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Fig. 5. Apnual v_ariation of equivalent slab thickness from IRI in km for different geographic latitudes and
geographic longitude 15° east: »
a (top left) Vicinity of the geomagnetic equator (11 *north)

b) (top right) chini@y of the.crest of the equatorial anomaly (20" north)
c) (bottom left) Latitude 42" north (comparison with data Faraday Graz—ionosonde Rome)’

d) (bottom right) Latitude 50° north
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The equator T is higher for LSA than for HSA and the equator slab thickness

is higher than the crest slab thickness (Figures 5a and b). The crest T and
the equator T for HSA exhibit almost no seasonal dependence. There is
almost no solar activity dependence of slab thickness near the crest of the
equatorial anomaly (Figure 5b). A decrease of solar activity dependence of
IRI-T with decreasing latitude is seen in midlatitudes, too (Figures 5c and d).

Since the contributions to slab thickness from the electrons above the F-layer
peak are much higher than the contributions from the sub-peak electrons, it
is clear that the IRI deficiencies in the slab thickness behavior stem from the
Bent model (Llewellyn and Bent, 1973). This impression is enhanced when
one studies the behavior of other parameters of the electron density profile.
One such parameter is the so-called shape factor, a quantity needed for the
assessment of higher order range errors, which play an important role in
space geodesy and similar applications of the transionospheric propagation of

radio waves (Leitinger and Putz, 1988). The shape factor 7 is defined by

h
n== Is(i"; dh
0

IRI gives a shape factor that is nearly independent of latitude and time and
is about 0.616 for LSA (R = 20) and 0.638 for HSA (R = 145). Since 7
reflects strongly the electron density profile above the peak, this behavior
means that the Bent model on which the IRI is based in this region has a
shape that is practically independent of latitude and time and changes only
slightly with solar activity. Recently, Buonsanto (1989) has compared
electron density profiles measured by the incoherent scatter radar at
Millstone Hill, Massachusetts, with IRI profiles. The comparison shows that
even under geomagnetically quiet conditions the measured profiles can
differ considerably from the IRI profiles, especially above the peak. Table 2

gives the electron content TEC, slab thickness T, and shape factor n

obtained by numerical integration of the values read from Buonsanto's
figures. :

Table 2: Integral Parameters from Profiles Measured at
Milistone HIll (46.2° N, 71.5° W)

] Low Solar Activity | High Solar Activity
Season L“i" Date TEC T 1 I Date TEC T 1
HH || YYMMDD  10'm-2 __ km YYMMDD  1015m=2____ km
Summer 00 || 850813 16.8 172 0576 | 800608  156.9 258  0.631
Summer 12| 850813 7238 269  0.637 | 800608  283.5 328  0.586
Winter 00 || 860209 13.6 225  0.630 | 801220 67.3 277  0.625
Winter 12| 860209  99.9 192 0561 || 801220  432.7 211 0.581
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2.3 Morphology of Electron Temperature Anisotropy in th
F-Region ‘

Koh-ichiro Oyama

Institute of Space and Astronautical Science

3-1-1, Yoshinodal, Sagamihara, Kanagawa, 229, Japan -
Abstract—Electron temperature was measured by means of planar probes
that were installed on Japan's ninth polar-orbiting satellite OHZORA. The
measurements were carried out at the same time both along (T)) and vertical
(T to the geomagnetic field and showed the difference between these two
temperatures. Tyis more often higher than T, during nighttime. In the
daytime Ty is sometimes lower than T, and sometimes higher. Dependence
of the anisotropy upon geomagnetic latitude, local time, season, and height
is investigated.

2.3.1 Instrument and Data

Japan's ninth scientific satellite OHZORA was launched on February 14,
1984, to study, besides other mission goals, plasma phenomena in polar and
equatorial regions. The polar orbiting satellite measured in the altitude
range from 350 km to 900 km. Electron temperature probes were installed
together with other plasma instruments, such as particle analyzers, a wave
receiver, an electron density probe, and a topside sounder. One of the
objectives of the electron temperature measurements was the study of the
anisotropy of the electron temperature. Results of this investigation are
presented here.

Four planar probes (diameter: 120 mm) were put at the very end of the four
solar cell paddles, as shown in Figure 1. Three probes were dedicated to
electron temperature measurements, and one was used as a fixed bias
Langmuir probe to measure the relative electron density. During most of the
time, the satellite was non-spun, but occasionally it was spun very slowly.
The maximum spin rate in the past has been 0.6 rpm. Usually, the spin rate
was 0.2 rpm or less. The satellite spin axis was controlled to point towards
the sun with an accuracy better than 1°.

The principle of the instrument and the data reduction method was
described by Hirao and Oyama (1970) and Oyama et al. (1985). The probes
whose sensor plates are vertical to the geomagnetic field lines (S3 and S7 in
Figure 1) measure the parallel electron temperature Ty, and the probes
whose sensor plates are parallel to the geomagnetic field lines (S1 and S5 in
Figure 1) measure the vertical electron temperature T,;. For this statistical
study only those data points were used for which at least one of the sensors
was aligned with the magnetic field to within + 20°. The data were also
carefully checked to remove measurements carried out in disturbed areas in
the satellite wake or in the thick sheath which may be caused by the strong
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satellite charging. Altogether, 505 data points are used from observations
- carried out between February 1984 and December 1985.

2.3.2 _Results for Individual Orbits

Figure 2 shows results which were obtained with sensors S1 and S3 during
the satellite orbit 947; the two sensors are orthogonal to each other. The
upper panel shows the angles between the geomagnetic field direction and
the three satellite-centered axes X, Y, and Z (see Figure 1). To simplify
matters, we will call these angles X, Y, and Z as indicated in Figure 2. Also
shown (thin line) is the floating potential, which is measured by means of
one of the sensor electrodes with respect to the satellite potential. The
second panel from the top shows the ratio of electron temperatures
obtained by the two sensors S1 and S3. The individual electron
temperatures are plotted in the two lowest panels. Orbit attitude
information is listed at the bottom of Figure 2, including the Universal Time
(UT), the altitude (HHGT), L-value (FL), geomagnetic latitude (GLAT),
geographic latitude (XXLAT), longitude (XXLON), and magnetic field
strength (BB). _

From 0051 UT to 0056 UT, the satellite traversed the polar cap, observing a
large scatter of electron temperature values during that time. Oyama and
Abe (1987) concluded that this scatter is real and reflects the geophysical
conditions in the polar ionosphere. Between 0056 UT and 0057 UT, both
temperatures exhibit a dip decreasing to a minimum value of 2000 K at
005640 UT and increasing again to 2600 K at 0057 UT. This region
corresponds to the boundary where the flux of precipitating auroral
electrons (0.2~16 keV) starts decreasing and the flux of trapped energetic
particles of 0.1~140 MeV energy begins to increase. Simultaneous
measurements show a maximum of the counting rate of energetic particles
at 0058 UT. '

At the beginning of the orbit the angle Y is about 170°. This means that
sensor S3 is nearly vertical to the geomagnetic field, and, therefore, it is
picking up most of the parallel component of electron temperature Ty,
while the sensor S1 is picking up the vertical component T,;. The panel
second from the top shows that T(S1)/T(S3) is 0.7 at this time; that is, Ty is
1.4 times higher than T,;. From 0051 UT to 0059 UT, the ratio increases
toward one as the angle changes from 170° to smaller values. At 0059 UT
the angle Y is nearly 135° and the angle Z is 108°. In this configuration S1
and S3 should pick up equal fractions of the electron temperatures T; and
T;. In fact, the second panel shows that T(S1)/T(S3) is nearly equal to one
at this time. After 0059 UT the situation reverses, and the parallel
temperature. is more strongly observed by sensor S1. T(S1)/T(S3) is 1.1 at
0102 UT indicating that the parallel component is still larger than the
vertical component. '
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Flg. 2. Electron temperatures measured by the planar probes S1 and S3 during the pass 947 (lower two
panels). Top panel shows the angles X, Y, and Zbetween the X, Y, and Z axes (see Figure 1, page 24)
and the geomagnetic field direction. Also shown is the floating potential. The second panel shows the
ratio between the two temperatures measured by sensors S1 and S3. Numbers at the bottom are
Universal Time in hours and minutes (UTIME), height in km (HHGT), L-value (FL), geomagnetic latitude
(GLAT), geographic latitude and longitude (XXLAT and XXLON), intensity of geomagnetic field in Gauss-
(BB), and IW (sunlight indicator: IW = 0 means satellite is sunlit).
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Simultaneous measurements of electron flux in the energy range 0.2 to 16
keV show a strong precipitation pattern during the polar cap crossing from
0051 UT to 0057 UT. Large ion counting rates are seen from 0051 UT to
0056 UT. Thus, there is a time period and region in which electrons are
detected, but no‘ions. This period from 0056 UT to 0057 UT corresponds
to a dip in electron temperatures and a slightly enhanced electron
temperature anisotropy. _

Figure 3 shows the temperatures and the anisotropy observed during the
satellite pass 2853. The angles Z and X are about 100° and 15°,
respectively, at the beginning of the pass. In this configuration, sensor S1
detects most of the Ty component, while S3 detects most of the T
component. The ratio of these two temperatures is about 1.5; that is, Ty is
about 1.5 times higher than T;. Between 2336 UT and 2337 UT, the
configuration is such that both sensors should see about equal fractions of
the two temperature components. Figure 3 shows that, indeed, the ratio of
the electron temperatures from the two sensors is nearly one during this
time period.

For our statistical analysis of the electron temperature anisotropy, we use
only electron temperatures obtained when the normal of one planar
electrode deviates less than 20° from the magnetic field direction and when
the vertical component can be simultaneously obtained from an orthogonally
mounted sensor. Figure 4 shows Ty versus T, for the orbit period from
2331 UT to 2333 UT in Figure 3. During this time period, the angle
between the normal of sensor S1 and the geomagnetic field changes from
18° to 24%, and, therefore, sensor S1 detects mostly Ty while sensor S3
detects mostly T,. The data can be approximated by the relation Ty = 1.2
T, as shown by the solid line in Figure 4. Figure 5 shows data taken
between 0116 UT and 0118 UT during the satellite orbit 2721. The broken
line shows the best fit curve, which is Ty = T, + 250. In this case, the
average temperature ratio (Ty = 1.07 T, solid line) is obtained by giving
more weight to the data points for which the sensor Sl is aligned the
closest to the geomagnetic field. :

2.3.3 Statistical Results for the Occurrence of Anisotropy

From figures similar to Figures 5 and 6, we have calculated the temperature -

ratio R (= Ty /T, ) for 505 satellite passes and investigated the dependence
of R upon geomagnetic latitude, local time, season, and altitude. Figure 6
shows histograms of R for different geomagnetic latitude ranges. All data are
sampled into six geomagnetic latitude zones without discriminating
Southern and Northern Hemispheres. The average height for each data
group varies from 555 km to 470 km. At latitudes less than 20°, the
number of cases with R less than one is almost equal to the number of cases
with R greater than one. The number of cases with R greater than one
increases as we go to higher latitudes. We conclude that anisotropy is
becoming more likely as we go to higher latitudes.
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Secondly, all data were distributed into six local time ranges. Each of the
six data sets consists of measurements taken during a four-hour period as
shown in Figure 7. The average height ranged from 515 km to 646 km.
Each of the six cases indicates a temperature anisotropy with R greater than
one, that is, Ty greater than T;. The temperature ratio seems to increase

towards midnight.

In order to study how the anisotropy varies with height, all data are grouped
into six height zones starting from 300 km in steps of 100 km, as shown in
Figure 8. Although we cannot see the influence of height upon the electron
temperature anisotropy clearly, a weak tendency seems to exist that Ty
approaches T gradually as the height increases. It should, however, be
noted that temperature measurements become more difficult with
increasing height because of decreasing electron density.

Finally, Figure 9 shows the annual variation of R. All data are grouped into
six bimonthly periods, starting January 1985. These histograms seem to
show that the anisotropy Ty > T, appears more often in summer (July and

August) than in winter (January and February).

Similar statistical analysis is planned to examine the dependence of R on
longitude and on solar and magnetic activity. '

234 (Egnclusions

The iniresﬁgation of electron temperature anisotropy observed by the
OHZORA satellite can be summarized as follows.

e In the equatorial region, Ty is sometimes higher than T, and sometimes
lower. With increasing latitude, the anisotropy Ty > T dominates. '

e  Tyis higher than T, for all local times. The difference increases and
becomes clearer toward evening and during nighttime.

e  Anisotropy (Ty /T, > 1) appears more often in summer than in winter.

These results clearly show that anisotropies have to be considered in
describing the global and temporal variations of the ionospheric electron
temperature. It is therefore recommended that future satellite instruments
use temperature probes that can discriminate between the two temperature
components.
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2.4 Model Descriptions for the Ion Transition Heights

D. Bilitza
NASA/GSFC, NSSDC, Code 933
Greenbelt, Maryland 20771, U.S.A.

I. Kutiev

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
Geophysical Institute

1113 Sofia, Bulgaria

Abstract—The ion composition in the upper and middle ionosphere exhibits
two characteristic transition heights that mark the upper and lower boundaries
of the region dominated by atomic oxygen ions. The upper transition height Hp
is found at the point where the ion gas consists of equal parts of oxygen and
light ions, and the lower transition height h; where the oxygen density equals
that of the molecular ions. We investigate the global and temporal morphology
of these heights, summarizing the results of earlier studies. The use of these
characteristic points for the IRI ion composition model is emphasized.

2.4.1 The Upper Transition Height

The ion gas of the topside ionosphere consists mainly of O+, H+, and He+* ions.
O+ and He+* ions are produced by photoionization, whereas the main source of
H* ions is the charge exchange reaction between H and O+*. Production and
loss together with redistribution by diffusion and ion drift are the major
processes that shape the distribution of the different ion species. Figure 1,
taken from the work by Raitt et al. (1975), shows O+ and H+* profiles for
different upper boundary conditions. As a result of the difference in ion mass
and because of the charge exchange reaction, the amount of O+ ions decreases
with altitude, whereas the percentage of light ions increases. The transition
height Hr is defined as the height at which equal parts of O+ and light ions are
present. Hr depends strongly on the ion flow conditions at the plasmaspheric
boundary, as is shown in Figure 1. Thus, Hris a critical parameter in specifying
and assessing the topside ion gas. Several studies (see Table 1) have examined
the global and temporal variation of this characteristic height.

In summary, these investigations established the following characteristic
variation patterns:

* The diurnal variation of Hr follows the change in O* density, being lowest
at night and largest during daytime. Hr can drop down to as low as 500
km during nighttime and is rarely below 800 km during daytime.

*  During daytime Hr is lowest at the magnetic equator ‘andl"iné_réaées”
towards higher latitudes. This is caused by a similar change in plasma
temperatures. Higher temperatures shift the ion density profiles upward.
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Table 1: Hy Studles and Typlcal Values

H 7' /km
Day Night
Geomagnetic Latitude | Geomagnetic Latitude
Data Solar
Author Used Activity | Low Middle Low Middle
Brinton Explorer 32 Low 1300 1900 - -
et al. (1970) IMSt
OGO 4
Goel et al. Explorer 31 Medium 1300 1600 700 700
(1870) RPA
Alouette 1
Titheridge ISIS 1 Low 800 1200 650 700
(1976) Topside (800) (1200) (550)
Sounder
Miyazaki 800 1100 600 550
(1979) Taiyo RPAtt Low (800) (950) {600) (550)
Kutiev et al. OGO s
(1984) RPA High - - 1100 800
Bilitza (1984) | Incoherent
Scatter Low 1400 >1500 700 1100

Summer value; winter value in brackets.
T IMS = ion mass spectrometer.
1t RPA = retarding potential analyzer.

. Hr'is higher in summer than in winter by 100 km to 200 km. An
interhemispherical proton flux from the summer to the winter

ionosphere is thought to be the reason for

1970)

this difference (Brinton et al.,

e  Hrincreases with solar activity. Titheridge (1976) finds nighttime

transition heights about 500 km during solar minimum and about 1100

km at solar maximum.

There are, however, still quite a number of open quesﬁons and conflicting -

results that have to be resolved by future stud

example:

ies and measurements, for

. Table 1 shows that the earlier satellite measurements indicated

generally higher transition heights than the more recent ones. There is
also an obvious discrepancy between transition heights obtained by the
incoherent scatter technique and those obtained by the in situ
techniques. '

Kutiev et al. (1984) report considerable longitudinal changes in
nighttime Hr obtained from OGO 6 RPA measurements, whereas the
Taiyo RPA data (Miyazaki, 1979) exhibit a negligible longitudinal scatter.



Only a few investigators have attempted to represent their results by simple
empirical relationships. Miyazaki (1979) used the following formulas to
describe transition heights deduced from the Taiyo RPA measurements
between March 1975 and October 1976.

_{591—871 SiI'lZl‘P x > 90°
Hr/km = 591 - 87.1 sin?2 ¥ + (217 + 473 sin2? ¥)(cos x)0-331  else

¥ is the magnetic dip latitude and X the solar zenith angle. Kutiev et al.
(1984b) used a power series in longitude and in magnetic dip latitude to
represent the nighttime Hr deduced from OGO 6 RPA data.

In Figure 2 we compare the transition height predicted by these two Hr
models with transition heights obtained from the IRI ion composition
models and from the ion composition model by Danilov and Yaichnikov .
(1985). For more information about the latter two models, see section 3.4,
page 71, of this document. The diurnal variation of Hr is shown at the
magnetic equator (Lima) and at a magnetic midlatitude location (Arecibo).
The IRI model predicts considerably lower transition heights than the other
models. It also produces unreasonably abrupt changes of Hr at sunrise and
sunset. The nighttime Hr from the model by Kutiev et al. (1984b) is much
higher than all the other predictions. Hr deduced from the ion composition
model by Danilov and Yaichnikov (1985) agrees fairly well with Miyazaki's
(1979) Hr model at midlatitudes. At the magnetic equator the need for
further data acquisition and modeling work is most obvious: None of the
four models has much in common with the others. ,

2.4.2 The Lower Transition Height

In the altitude range 100 km to 300 km the ionospheric ion gas consists
mainly of O+, O+, and NO* ions. In the absence of electric fields the
distribution of ions can be explained straightforwardly by the chemical
balance of photoionization and recombination. As a result of these
processes, the concentration of O* ions increases with altitude whereas the
percentage of molecular ions decreases. At the transition height h; th
percentage of molecular ions has dropped to 50%. -

Oliver (1975) investigated the diurnal variation of this characteristic height
by examining 40 rocket IMS measurements from 1956 to 1971. He found
that the data could be well represented by ' . '

hy/km = hs + 203.7 + 24.7 tanh(- (88.4 - X)/19.7)

The remaining seasonal variation was approximated in terms of annual and
semi-annual terms varying with the day number d. o '

hs/km = — 16.8 cos((d + 22) 2x/365) — 9.4 sin((2d + 10.5) 2x/365)
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Lathuillere and Brekke (1985) report good agreement between their
EISCAT incoherent scatter results and Oliver's formula.

In Figure 3 the h values obtained with Oliver's (1975) model are compared
with transition heights predicted by the IRI and by the ion composition
model of Danilov and Yaichnikov (1985). At midlatitudes IRI agrees fairly
well with Oliver's results, whereas the model by Danilov and Yaichnikov
(1985) exhibits an unreasonably small change from day to night. At the
equator IRI predicts the transition heights h; much lower than the other

two models.

2.4.3 Conclusion

The lower and upper ion transition heights are parameters which
characterize and specify the ion composition profiles throughout most of the
jonosphere. Our review has found only a few studies which examined the
global morphology and the temporal change of these heights. Unfortunately,
these studies have revealed somewhat conflicting results, in particular close
to the magnetic equator. All three techniques used to evaluate transition
heights have their specific accuracy problems. The ion mass spectrometers
(IMS) and retarding potential analyzers (RPA) flown on long-lasting satellites
missions have to deal with calibration problems and in-flight contamination
effects. Ground-based incoherent scatter radars need long integration times
or some assumptions about the plasma temperatures to deduce ion density
ratios from the backscattered signal (Lathuillere et al., 1983).
Inconsistencies can only be resolved by comprehensive statistical studies of
the data base accumulated so far and by a continued measurement program
for these parameters from ground and space. It is clear that a better
understanding of the variation patterns of the transition heights will
significantly improve the modeling and prediction of ionospheric ion
composition.
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2.5 Models for Horizontal E- and F-Region Drifts

E. S. Kazimirovsky, E. 1. Zhovty, and M. A. Chernigovskaya
Siberian Institute of Terrestrial Magnetism, Ionosphere,

and Radio Propagation (SibIZMIR) -
664033, Post Box 4026 :

Irkutsk, U.S.S.R.

Abstract—E- and F-region horizontal ionospheric drift data, obtained
worldwide from 1957 to 1970 by ground-based radio methods D1 and D3,
are statistically analyzed and a computer code for the average variations in
latitude and local time is constructed. This model has been adopted for the

International Reference Ionosphere, IRI-90.

2.5.1 Data and Method

Plasma transport is very important for understanding the variations of the
ionosphere in space and time. Therefore, the URSI/COSPAR Task Group on
IRI has initiated an effort to construct a computer code that generates ion
drifts for chosen location and local time.

A large quantity of experimental data obtained by measurement of horizontal
ionospheric drifts is now available on a worldwide scale. The data we
considered here were obtained by the spaced-receiver methods D1 and D3,
as described by Briggs (1977). We have developed appropriate procedures
that allow us to infer from these data the main parameters of the global
ionospheric motion at E- and F-region levels (Vergasova et al., 1979).

Thus, following our earlier proposals (Kazimirovsky et al., 1984, 1985), we
present here an analytical description of the dynamic behavior of the

terrestrial ionosphere.

The experimental data are from 23 stations in the Northern Hemisphere
and were obtained between 1957 and 1970. The worldwide coverage in
geographic latitude is 7° to 71° north (7.5° to 64.1° north in geomagnetxc
latitude) and 0° to 131° east in geographic long1tude

2.5.2 The Drift Models

About 100000 individual drift velocity values in the E-region (90 km < h <
135 km) and F-region (h > 135 km) were statistically treated with sampling
according to season and to solar activity as indicated in Table 1 and Table 2.
Definition of seasons is as follows: December through February = winter,
March through May = spring, June through August = summer, September '

through Novernber = fall.
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"SEASON = all" corresponds to the averaged velocities for the whole
f solar activity are considered: (1) the

observed period. Three periods o
whole solar activity range from minimum to maximum (all), (2) solar
(3) solar minimum (F10.7 = 70). F10.7 is the

maximum (F10.7 = 200), and
solar radio flux at 10.7 cm wavelength (Covington index).

Table 1: Analysis Periods for E-Region

PERIOD 1 2 3 4 5 6
SEASON winter _°  spring __summer fall : winter spring
_F10.7 al - all all all - 200 200
PERIOD 7 8 9 10 T 12
SEASON summer fall winter spring summer fall
F10.7 - 200 200 70 70 70 70
Table 2: Analysis Periods for F-Region
PERIOD 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
SEASON - winter spring __summer fall winter spring
F10.7 all all all all al - 200 200
PERIOD. 8_ 9 _ 10 K 12 13
SEASON summer fall winter spring. summer fall
F10.7 200 200 70 .70 70 70

rithm for computing the zonal and meridional drift components VX
VY can be found in section 3.5, page 75, of this document. It is written in

PASCAL 8000 for IBM 360/370 compatible computers. The main block of
the program is the procedure DRIRR for calculating VX and VY for a certain

period (P), geomagnetic latitude (FI), and local time (LTT). VX and VY are
first computed by Fourier development: : )

An élgo

3 ,
VX (LTT, FI) = Xo(FD) +2, Xn (F])

n=1

sin(n LTT + CX; (FI)) -

: 3
VY (LTT, FI) = Yo(F) +3, Yyn (F) sin(n LTT + CYy (FI))
n=1 ‘

for six main latitudes FI = 10°, 20°, ... , 60°. Spline interpolation between

these allows determination for any specified value of FI. The coefficients
Xn(FI), Yo(FI), CXn(FI), and CYL(FI) are contained in the files FAR1 and FAR2

listed in section 3.5, page 75, of this document.
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